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Recently, Currents took a wonderful-but-too-short weekend road trip to Springfield, Mo., the state’s third-largest city with a 
population of about 160,000. Known as the Queen City of the Ozarks, it is also the birthplace of the infamous Route 66 and 
home to several universities including Missouri State.

The city is located 72 miles north of 
Berryville up Missouri Highway 13, on 
the Springfield Plateau of the Ozarks. It 
is mainly a flat city with rolling hills and 
cliffs surrounding the south, east, and 
north sections of the city. Springfield has 
many streams and tributaries within its 

borders, as well as five nearby lakes.
The city was incorporated in 1838. 

That was the same year that Cherokee 
Native Americans were forcibly relocat-
ed by the U.S. government from their 
homes in Tennessee, Alabama, North 
Carolina and Georgia to the “Indian Ter-
ritory”; their route, now known as the 

Trail of Tears, passed through Spring-
field on what is now called the Old Wire 
Road.

Called the birthplace of U.S. Route 66, 
it was in Springfield on April 30, 1926, 
that the government first named the new 
Chicago-to-Los Angeles highway.

The next year, the U.S. Highway 66 
Association was organized in Tulsa, with 
a mission to get U.S. Highway 66 paved 
from end to end and to promote tour-
ism on the highway. Eleven years later, 
in 1938, their efforts paid off as Route 
66 became the first completely paved 
U.S. Numbered Highway in America 

— dubbed the “Mother Road” — reach-
ing from the Great Lakes to the Pacific 
Ocean.

Springfield is a city with plenty of 
green space. There are 92 parks includ-
ing the Botanical Center at Nathanael 
Greene/Close Memorial Park, three golf 
courses, a zoo and other facilities run 
by the Springfield-Greene County Park 
Board. The department also oversees an 
extensive network of parks and bicycle/
walking trails that travel near beautiful 
features unique to the Ozarks, such as 
creek beds, caves and springs. A 35-mile, 
crushed-gravel trail, the Frisco Highline 
Trail, connects Springfield to the town 
of Bolivar and is especially popular with 
mountain bikers. The nearby James and 
Finley rivers provide plenty of spots for 
fishing and canoeing, and hiking, horse-
back riding, and wilderness camping are 
all readily available just 20 miles to the 
south at the 2,500-acre Busiek National 
Forest. And Branson entertainment is 
within 45 miles.

Everything’s Waiting For You Downtown
Like many cities across the nation, 

Springfield’s downtown area has enjoyed 
a rebirth in recent years. Many of the old-
er buildings are seeing redevelopment 
into mixed-use buildings such as lofts, 
office space, restaurants, coffee shops, 
bars, boutiques, and music venues. And 
the area even features historic theaters, 
restored to their original state, including 
the Gillioz and Landers Theatres.

The city offers a wide variety of en-
tertainment options, as it is home to 
the Springfield Regional Arts Council, 
Springfield Regional Opera, Springfield 
Ballet, and the Springfield Symphony 

On the beaten path
Springfield’s Central Location, Historic Routes

 Diverse Attractions Make It A Perfect Weekend Getaway

Park Central Square

Courtesy of Springfield, Mo Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Orchestra.
And how about the food? For a city its 

size, Springfield has a plethora of restau-
rant options — and it’s also known as the 
home of Cashew Chicken, ever since a 
New York Times article described the his-
tory and ascendancy of the dish in Spring-
field, where local variations of the popu-
lar Chinese dish are ubiquitous. Leong’s 
Asian Diner is most famous for its rendi-
tion of Cashew Chicken, and the original 
Leong’s Tea House (long closed) is said to 
have invented it nearly half a century ago. 
“When I moved here in the 1950s, people 
kept telling me about fried chicken,” Mr. 
Leong told The New York Times in 2009. 
“I did what they wanted. I gave them fried 
chicken with Chinese oyster sauce and ca-
shews.”

Missouri’s Original Country Music Capital
 During the 1950s, Springfield had the 

nation’s third-highest number of original, 
locally produced network television pro-
grams — behind New York and Holly-
wood. Four national TV series originated 
in the city between 1955 and 1961: “Ozark 
Jubilee” and its spin-off, “Five Star Jubi-
lee”; “Talent Varieties”; and “The Eddy 
Arnold Show.” Many of the biggest names 
in country music either often visited or 
permanently lived in Springfield during 
this era, which mightily boosted the city’s 
tourism coffers.

Staged at the Jewell Theatre (demol-
ished in 1961), “Ozark Jubilee” was the 
first national country music TV show to 
feature top stars and attract a significant 
viewership. “Five Star Jubilee,” produced 
from the Landers Theatre, was the first 
network TV series shown in color to 
originate outside of New York City or 

The Gillioz and Landers Theatres Leong’s Cashew Chicken

Downtown Shoppers

Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield

Courtesy of Springfield, M
o Convention & Visitors Bureau

Courtesy of Springfield, M
o Convention & Visitors Bureau

Courtesy of Springfield, M
o Convention & Visitors Bureau

Courtesy of Springfield, M
o Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Hollywood. However, Springfield’s own 
residents never saw the show in color; the 
city’s NBC affiliate (which helped pro-
duce the program) was not yet equipped 
for color TV and aired the show in black 
and white.

In addition to the TV programs, 
Springfield was well-known nationally 
as home to several nationally aired radio 
shows. ABC, NBC and Mutual radio net-
works carried country music shows from 
Springfield during the decade, including 
KWTO’S “Korn’s-A-Krackin.’”

In 2008, America’s Promise Alliance 
ranked Springfield among its “100 Best 
Communities for Young People” for the 
third year in a row, and in 2009, Next 
Generation Consulting ranked Spring-
field 17th on its “Next Cities” list. The 
Milken Institute has listed Springfield 
as a “Best Performing City” for creat-
ing and sustaining jobs, and Expan-
sion Management magazine has listed 
Springfield among “Top 20 Mid-Sized 
Metros for Recruitment and Attrac-
tion.”

On our visit to Springfield, Currents stayed at the beautiful and well-apportioned Doubletree Hotel 
at 2431 N. Glenstone Ave. just off the interstate. With superior customer service, delicious dining and 
spacious quarters, the Doubletree is sure to make any visitor feel like a pampered celebrity. For more 
information about the Doubletree, call 417-831-3131 or visit www.Doubletree.Hilton.com/Springfield.

Route 66

Mama’s Pancake House

Jordan Valley Park Fountain

Springfield has a high number and wide variety of museums and attractions, as well as 
a Minor League Baseball team and tons of history. The list includes: 

n Air & Military Museum of the Ozarks
n American Civil War Library at Wilson’s 

Creek National Battlefield
n Battle of Springfield Driving Tour
n Commercial Street Historic District
n The Creamery Arts Center
n Dickerson Park Zoo
n Dr. Michael J. Clarke History Museum of 

Ozarks Scouting
n Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center
n Founders Park

n Gray-Campbell Farmstead
n History Museum on the Square
n Missouri Institute of Natural Science - 

Riverbluff Cave
n  Springfield Art Museum
n St. John’s Episcopal Church
n Trail of Tears National Historic Trail
n U.S. Route 66 marker
n Wild Bill Hickok–Davis Tutt shootout site
n Wonders of Wildlife Museum & Aquar-

ium
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n Aug. 9-18

Bass Pro Shops Fall Hunting Classic
Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World, 1935 S. Campbell 
Ave. 417-887-7334 http://www.basspro.com

This event is the largest nine-day hunting sale and 
seminar of the year. Celebrate with local hunting 
professionals, while also taking advantage of un-
believable savings.

n Aug. 10

3rd Annual Birthplace of Route 66
Festival & Car Show
Park Central Square http://www.facebook.com/birth-
placeofroute66festival

Enjoy a classic car show, food vendors, a kids’ 
area, live entertainment and more. Enjoy the lively 
venues and businesses along Route 66 during this 
annual event celebrating the city where Route 66 
was named.

n Aug. 10

Annual Anniversary Commemoration of 
the Battle of Wilson’s Creek
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, 6424 W. Farm 
Road 182, Republic, Mo. 417 732-6596, ext. 
224 http://www.nps.gov/wicr

Soldiers who fought at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, 
August 10, 1861, are remembered at this commem-
oration of the second major battle of the Civil War.

n Aug. 10

McDonald’s $1 Day @ the Zoo 
Dickerson Park Zoo, 3043 North Fort Ave 417-883-
1570 http://www.dickersonparkzoo.org

$1 admission all day for both children and adults.

n Aug. 15

Moon Over The Mother Road
Springfield’s historic Park Central Square 417-832-
1200 http://www.historymuseumonthesquare.org/

Join in the celebration as the History Museum on 
the Square “Flips the Switch” to light the restored 
neon torches on top of the historic Barth’s build-
ing. The lighting ceremony is at 9 pm. Come ear-
ly and enjoy period music from the Route 66 era. 
See you at the Square, the heart of Springfield, the 
birthplace of Route 66. It’s the historic event of the 
summer!

n Aug. 17

Allegiant “Dodge High Fares” Dodgeball 
Tournament
Fieldhouse Sportscenter, 2235 W. Kingsley 952-
931-0404 http://dodgehighfares.com/events/spring-
field-mo

The public is encouraged to form a team, sign up, 
and benefit United Way. A team consists of 6-10 
players; all players must be at least 18 years old. 
All teams are co-ed (a minimum of two females 
or males per team). Teams can sign up by going 
to www.dodgehighfares.com. Allegiant and the 
National Dodgeball Association are the official 
sponsors.

n Aug. 22

Party in the Parking Lot w/ Billy
 Currington
PFI Western Store - Springfield, MO 417 889-
2668 http://www.pfiwestern.com/billy-currington

Billy Currington has garnered an impressive 10 Top 
Ten hits, with six of those hitting No. 1 – “Pretty 
Good At Drinkin’ Beer,” “That’s How Country Boys 
Roll,” “People Are Crazy,” ”Don’t,” “Must Be Doin’ 
Somethin’ Right” and “Good Directions.” He’s sold 
millions of albums and has been selected to tour 
with the likes of Kenny Chesney, Brad Paisley and 
Sugarland.

n Aug. 23 - Sept. 7

“Is He dead?” Mark Twain Comedy
Springfield Art Museum, 1111 East Brookside 
Drive 417-831-8001 http://www.springfieldcontem-
porarytheatre.org

“Is He Dead?” is a newly discovered and until recently 
unproduced Mark Twain comedy written expressly for 
the stage. Mark Twain, the original master of Ameri-
can humor, dishes out a sly critique of the art world 
with acerbic wit and social commentary well ahead 
of his time. Jean-François Millet, a young painter of 
genius, is in love with Marie Leroux but in debt to a vil-
lainous picture-dealer, Bastien André. Andre forecloses 
on Millet, threatening debtor’s prison unless Marie 
marries him. Millet realizes the only way he can pay 
his debts and keep Marie from marrying André is to 
die, as it is only dead painters who achieve fame and 
fortune. Millet fakes his own death and prospers, all 
while passing himself off as his own sister, the Widow 
Tillou. As the riotous scheme unfolds, Twain poses dar-
ing questions about fame, greed and the value of art, 
and pokes his signature, mischievous fun at everyone 
involved. A new comedy by Mark Twain, as adapted by 
David Ives, and directed by Richard Dines.

n Aug. 31

Wine Tasting and Live Entertainment
OOVVDA Winery, 5448 N. Berry Ln. 417-833-4896. 

Bring a picnic lunch and sample a splendid as-
sortment of handcrafted wines along with compli-
mentary live entertainment. BBQ grills, picnic tables 
and chairs available.

n Sept. 2

The Third Annual Labor Day “Run for 
History”
Frisco Highline Trail, 902 S. Quarry Rd., Willard 417-
832-1200 http://www.springfieldhistorymuseum.org

Take a “Run for History” on the historic Frisco High-
line Trail and help the History Museum raise funds 
for their new museum. 1/2 Marathon and 5k Races.

n Sept. 6-8

Fall Festival at the Mizumoto Japanese 
Stroll Garden
Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Garden, Nathanael Greene/
Close Memorial Park, 2400 S. Scenic 417-891-
1515 http://www.botanicalcenter.org

Celebrate our Sister City, Isesaki, Japan with artists, 
performers, martial art demonstrations, vendors 

and more!

n Sept. 6-8

Greek Festival
St. Thomas the Apostle Orthodox Church, 4200 S. Hol-
iday Ave 

Enjoy Greek entrees, beverages and desserts under 
the tents to the mesmerizing rhythms of traditional 
music from the mainland and the islands. Join in as 
church members demonstrate the native dances of 
Greece. The three-day event will also include brief 
overviews of the Orthodox faith by parish priest Fa-
ther Andrew Moore in the church sanctuary. 

n Sept. 6-22

Monty Python’s Spamalot
The Historic Landers Theatre, 311 E. Walnut Ave. 417-
869-1334 http://www.Springfieldlittletheatre.org

Monty Python’s “Spamalot” is a musical comedy 
“lovingly ripped off from” the 1975 film “Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail.” Like the film, it is a 
highly irreverent parody of the Arthurian Legend. 
Book by Eric Idle. Grammy Award-winning score 
and lyrics by John Du Prez and Eric Idle. Winner of 
three Tony Awards including Best Musical.

n Sept. 6-7

Greater Ozarks Blues Festival
http://www.greaterozarksbluesfest.com

Enjoy two days of musical fun for your entire family. 
The festival, produced by the Blues Society of the 
Ozarks, is the area’s original blues festival since 
1996. This all-volunteer annual event raises money 
for the Blues Society, a not-for-profit organization, 
so your support goes to a great cause, keeping the 
blues alive.

n Sept. 13-15

Professional Bull Riders PFIWestern.com 
Invitational Presented by Bass Pro Shops
JQH Arena, 685 S John Q. Hammons Parkway 417-
836-5240 http://www.pfiwestern.com/pbr

Watch some of the country’s toughest cowboys 
take on the toughest bulls at this annual event that 
is part of the PBR Built Ford Tough Series.

n Sept. 14

Comedian Jim Breuer
The Gillioz Theatre, 325 Park Central East 417-863-
7843 http://www.gillioz.org

With over 20 years of stand-up comedy experience, 
Jim Breuer remains one of today’s top entertainers 
and continues to win over audiences with his off-
the-wall humor and lovable personality. Named one 
of Comedy Central’s “100 Greatest Stand-Ups of All 
Time,” Breuer is one of the most recognizable come-
dians in the business, known for his charismatic stage 
antics, dead-on impressions, and family-friendly stand-
up. In addition to keeping busy on his current comedy 
tour, “Something for Everyone,” Breuer can be heard 
on his weekly Sirius/XM Radio show “Fridays with 
Breuer,” featuring guests such as Jerry Seinfeld, Bill 
Cosby, Chris Rock, Dennis Leary, and Jeff Foxworthy.

For more information about events, attractions, lodging and more Springfield, visit www.SpringFieldMO,org or call toll-free 800-678-8767


