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It was just over 50 years ago when Leiber 
and Stoller wrote the lyrics: “I’m going to 
Kansas City, Kansas City here I come...” 

The song eventually became their most-re-
corded hit with over 300 versions made over 
the years.

It’s no wonder so many musicians have 
longed to warble about this huge town with 
a big personality.

Kansas City – a metropolitan area of 2 
million people – is known for its barbecue, 
its jazz, and its fountains and has undergone 
a $9 billion “renaissance” in downtown rede-
velopment. 

Often called the City of Fountains, Kan-
sas City has more fountains than any oth-
er city in the world, except maybe Rome. 
The exact number of fountains is not even 
known, because so many new public and 
private ones are added regularly – but there 
are at least 200 flowing fountains in Kansas 
City and 48 of them are public.

The city’s love affair with fountains may 
be related to the importance of water to the 
city’s development: It’s located where the 
Kansas and Missouri rivers meet and many 
arrived in Kansas City by steamboat to begin 
their overland journeys westward.

The city’s first fountains date back to the 
late 1800s and were purely practical: They 
were erected over springs by the Humane 
Society to provide clean drinking water for 
animals (in 1910, there were an estimated 

70,000 horses in KC!). Over the years, Kan-
sas City’s fountains have become a cherished 
public art form, erupting with magnificent 
symphonies of water, light and sculpture. 
Today, it’s sort of an unwritten policy that a 
fountain of some fashion be incorporated 
into the design of major new public or com-
mercial building projects. 

The city’s fountains come to life each  
year on Fountain Day, to be celebrat-
ed this year on April 9 at the Children’s 
Fountain, located at 32nd Street and 
North Oak Trafficway, beginning at 11 
a.m. For more information, visit www.
KCfountains.com.

Following are some attractions in Kan-
sas City you don’t want to miss during your 
visit to the area, which is an easy four-hour 
drive or so northward from Eureka Springs. 
For more information about visiting Kansas 
City, go to www.VisitKC.com or call 800-
767-7700.

• The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
– The musuem, ranked among the top in 
the nation, recently completed a $200 mil-
lion expansion and still offers free admis-
sion – unheard of considering the quality of 
the art it houses. Designed by Steven Holl, 
the Bloch Building adds the equivalent of a 
67-story office building lying on its side, and 
was ranked by Time magazine as a No. 1 ar-
chitectural marvel. 

• Kansas City Power & Light District – 
The redeveloped, eight-block, $850 million 
district – the largest new development proj-
ect in the Midwest – has reenergized down-
town KC, creating an entertainment, retail 
and dining hotspot for locals, visitors and 
conventioneers. Live entertainment offered 

more than 150 days per year.
• The Federal Reserve Bank of KC & 

Money Museum – The Federal Reserve 
Bank’s new 600,000-square-foot complex 
houses its operations facilities on a 15.7-
acre site in midtown’s Penn Valley Park. 
The complex includes a Money Museum, 
which offers a priceless opportunity to learn 
about the nation’s financial system through 
interactive exhibits. Lift a $360,000 gold bar, 
create your own currency and peer into the 
region’s largest cash vault. 

• Heartland Harvest Garden at Powell 
Gardens – Kansas City’s botanical garden 
has unveiled what may be the first garden 
of its kind in the country. The 100 percent 
edible, 12-acre Heartland Harvest Garden 
shows the path of fod from seed to plate. The 
new are includes a demonstration kitchen, 
education garden and four acres of intricate 
quilt gardens that visitors can view from the 
top of a 45-foot silo.

• Planet Snoopy – Opened in spring 
2011, Planet Snoopy features more than 20 
rides, shows and attractions devoted to pint-
size play, plus daily meet-and-greet opportu-
nities with Charlie Brown, Lucy and the rest 
of the Peanuts gang.

• Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speed-
way – The booming Village West area in 
Kansas City, Kansas, has welcomed its first 
casino. A joint venture between Kansas 
Speedway and Penn National Gaming, the 
initial phase of the new complex at Turn 2 of 
the racetrack includes 100,000 square feet of 
gaming floor with 2,000 slot machines and 
52 gaming tables. Additional phases include 
a hotel, convention center and an entertain-
ment district.
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An inspiring and enormously fun 
spot to visit with the whole family 
is LegoLand Discovery Center, lo-

cated at the Crown Center.
After you take the elevator to the floors 

above the Kansas City Aquarium, you’ll 
enter a world where everything is either 
made of Legos or is about Legos.

It really is  like you’ve just jumped into 
the biggest box of Lego bricks ever!

The attraction features:
• More than 2 million LEGO bricks un-

der one roof
• Kingdom Quest — an interactive Lego 

laser ride
• 4D Cinema — where the audience can 

actually feel part of the story

• Master Model Builder — Watch him 
at work or sign up for hands-on lessons

• Miniland — See iconic miniature 
landmarks made entirely of Legos

plus party rooms, school workshops 
and a huge Lego shop

If you go, you’ll feel like it’s a treat to be 
able to share the Lego world of color, cre-
ativity and family entertainment. It’s the ul-
timate place for Lego fans – young and old.

Tickets start at $13 but it’s well worth it. 
Plan on being there for up to four hours -- 
there’s a lot of playing to be done here!

LegoLand is located at 2475 Grand 
Blvd., Kansas City.

Visit www.LegoLandDiscoveryCenter.
com/kansascity/ or  call 816-471-4386.

Kansas City indoor park inspires 
creative fun for whole family
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Kansas City has long been the home of 
beef, bebop, and BBQ. In 2013, the 
city welcomed one more “B” to its 

pantheon of icons: Berlin the polar bear.
The 23-year-old, 500-pound bundle of 

fluff became the leading lady of the Kansas 
City Zoo earlier this year. It remains to be 
seen whether she and leading man Nikita 
will make a love connection, and fulfill the 
hopes of zoo keepers. 

But, even if they don’t bring home an Os-
car, the pair is already delighting visitors to 
the zoo, which is home to more than 1,000 
animals — from red pandas and rare Su-
matran tigers to sleek-furred serval cats and 
long-necked giraffes.

The zoo is nestled in Swope Park, one 
of the largest urban oases in the country. In 
addition to the zoo, the 1,805-acre park fea-
tures picnic areas, an outdoor theatre, two 
golf courses, swimming, and fishing.

The Kansas City Zoo was ranked No. 1 
in the nation in 2008 for African animals 
and exhibits by the authors of America’s Best 
Zoos.

The African exhibit takes up almost half 

of the zoo’s 202 acres and is home to ele-
phants, chimpanzees, zebras, a pride of lions, 
and more. 

The chimpanzee exhibit was honored by 
famed ape expert Jane Goodall, who called it 
“one of the finest ... in North America.”

The best way to take in all the African ex-
hibit has to offer is from aloft, on the zoo’s 
recently opened sky-tram. The ride takes 
visitors on an eight-minute-long sky safari. 

Among the animals you will glimpse 
during flight are giraffes, but don’t worry — 
Zoo staff say the ride takes visitors toes 45 
feet above the ground, well out of the reach 
of friendly giraffe kisses.

When you’ve said hello to Nikita and 

Berlin and braved the African skies, there is 
still more to see. Wander among free-rang-
ing kangaroos in the Australian exhibit, nuz-
zle noses with the big cats in the Tiger Trail 
exhibit, or catch one of many animal keeper 
chats and learn something new. 

You will likely exhaust yourself before 
you exhaust all of the zoo’s offerings. If you 
do have to regain your strength, though, 
there’s no need to head for the hotel. Instead, 
you can kick back a margarita on the deck 
of the Boathouse Bar, or grab a bite at one of 
several other restaurants on the zoo grounds.

Though the Kansas City Zoo already has 
much to offer, more is on the way. Voters in 
Jackson and Clay counties passed a 1/8 cent 
sales tax in 2011 to support future expansion 
plans. The first project to be funded by that 
tax, the Helzberg Penguin Plaza, is under 
construction, with an anticipated comple-
tion date late this year.

The zoo is open year-round, except ma-
jor holidays. Tickets are $11.50 for visitors 12 
and older, $10.50 for seniors, and $8.50 for 
children ages 3 to 11. Admission is free for 
children under 3. 

For more information about the zoo, visit 
www.KansasCityZoo.org. 

The Kansas City Zoo was one of 60 Zoos 
honored in “America’s Best Zoos 2008,” and was 
ranked No. 1 in the nation for “African Animals 
and Exhibits,” and ranked among the Top 10 in 
the nation for “Australian Animals and Exhibits” 
and for “Pachyderms: Elephants, Rhinos, 
Hippos.”

An Award Winning Zoo

Kansas City Zoo  
an impressive way  
to spend a day
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Kansas City Zoo 
an impressive way 
to spend a day




